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Tyler Audubon Society is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization – all donations are deductible 
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See you at our next meeting!  
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Please note the new earlier start time 
(6:30 rather than 7:00). 
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Sunday, February 7, 2010   
JOHN BUNKER SANDS WETLAND CENTER  
for waterfowl, large wading birds & shorebirds 
This location has extensive wetlands and is not yet open to the 
public. We should see thousands of ducks and geese, as well as 
wintering shorebirds. We will drive through the wetlands, and there 
will be minimal walking. There are no restroom facilities at the 
wetlands center, so come prepared.   
 
Directions. Meet at the Rock Church, off Hwy 175, in Kaufman 
County, near the Dallas County line, at 7 am. From Tyler, take I-20 
toward Dallas. Past Terrell, take FM741 south to Hwy 175. Take 
175 west to the FM1389/Combine exit and cross over to the left 
side of the highway. The church is visible from the highway. This is 
approximately 90 minutes from Tyler. This is a half-day trip. 
 
Important. This is a Dallas Audubon field trip led by Bob Stone. 
You must contact Bob Stone at 214-351-2940 before 6 pm the 
Sunday before the trip, and give your name, address and phone 
number to be placed on a list. You will have to sign a limited 
liability waiver to be allowed to go on the property. 
 
 
Saturday, February 21, 2010  
CAMP TYLER  
for wintering LeConte’s and other sparrows, 
woodpeckers and other landbirds  
We can also check nearby Lake Tyler for wintering ducks. This is an easy walk of approximately 1 mile. We will bird 
for 2-3 hours.  
 
Directions. Meet at 8 am in the parking lot by the barns on the left as you drive into Camp Tyler.  To reach Camp 
Tyler from Loop 323 in Tyler, take Spur 248 3 miles to FM 848 (Bascom Rd).  Go right and travel 4.3 miles to 
McElroy Rd (watch for the small Camp Tyler sign on Bascom Rd).  Turn left onto McElroy Rd (CR 2127); Camp 
Tyler’s entrance is ahead on the left.   
 
 
Sunday, February 28, 2010   
LAKE FORK  
for eagles, loons, gulls, ducks and other waterbirds 
Ron and Janet Cook and Jay Heppner will lead the trip. We will watch for raptors flying toward the dam in the early 
morning, visit the Sabine River Authority property at the west end of the dam, and then drive to several lake viewing 
areas. If it is not too cold, we will take a party barge out on the lake. Alternatively, we will look for land birds on Jay's 
property on the north end of the lake. If there is time, we will check the south end of the lake. There are restrooms at 
the marinas.  It can be cold and windy near and on the lake, so dress warmly.  
 
Directions.  Meet at 7:30 am at the spillway below the Lake Fork Dam near the intersection of state highway 182 and 
state highway 288. From Tyler, take US 69 north to Mineola.  Continue north on state highway 37 to downtown 
Quitman (about 7 mi).  Turn Left on state highway 154.  Proceed 1 1/4 miles and then bear left on state highway 182.  
Go about 3 miles to the dam. This is about 37 miles from downtown Tyler.
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ou can hit all the coastal marshes, both fresh and saline, and see the birds that live there while participating in 
the 2010 Great Texas Birding Classic. The Fourteenth Annual Classic will be held April 24 - May 2, 2010. It is 
not too late to get your team registered. The deadline for registering without late fees is March 22. There is a 
tournament for every kind of birder from the casual backyard bird watcher to the serious and highly 

competitive. 
 
As you may know, the conservation mission of the classic is achieved through awarding grants. Winning adult teams 
choose projects that have submitted proposals and each was reviewed and approved by a committee. The 2010 
conservation project proposals are currently under review. There are many worthy conservation projects along the 
Texas Coast and the Classic is proud to have contributed $686,000 dollars for on the ground habitat conservation. 
Since 1997 Classic conservation grants have enabled the permanent protection and restoration of over 3,000 acres and 
increased access for birding and nature viewing at dozens of sites. The Classic has provided grants for land 
acquisitions, habitat restorations where nonnative, invasive plants were removed and replaced with native species, and 
habitat enhancements to allow easier access and better viewing opportunities. 
 
So you’re not able to participate on a team? Not to worry there are many ways that you can support this effort. Your 
purchase of items from the Classic online auction directly support the conservation grant program. You could sponsor 
a team, purchase an advertisement for the dinners Report, help out with a kids team, or donate prizes for the teams or 
auction items. We can also use volunteers to write press releases and assist with publicity or coordinate one of the 
Classic tournaments. Or perhaps you save a conservation project that needs funding and want to submit a project 
proposal for possible funding.     
 
Please remember to check out all the great auction items in the Birding Classic online auction. It will continue through 
the conclusion of the Classic on May 2. Funds raised through the auction go into the Conservation Grant fund. All the 
details you need to know are at www.birdingclassic.org. 
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LOCAL ACTIVITIES OF INTEREST.  Be sure to check the website for Tyler State Park 
(http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/newsmedia/calendar/?calpage=s0155. There are too many activities to list this 
month. Also, check out the classes and activities provided by the East Texas Chapter of the Texas Master Naturalist 
and the Tyler Chapter of the Native Plant Society, as well as NETFO. 
 
eBIRD UPDATE.   Peter Barnes reports that Justin Valleau has agreed to enter NETFO (Northeast Texas Field 
Ornithologists) into eBird.  However, he does not want to duplicate entries made by others.  So, if you enter eBird 
sightings, please let Peter know so that Justin will not enter the sightings that you make. 
 
NEWS FROM OUR NEW WEBMASTERS, JANET AND RON COOK.  Check out the Tyler Audubon Website 
(tyleraudubon.org) to see results of the Christmas Bird Count, sighting on recent field trips and new links.   

·  The international links point to sites with great articles and wildlife conservations news. 
·  A new button has been added to the first page for “Species of the Day.” 2010 has been designated the 

International Year of Biodiversity in order to raise awareness of the great variety of endangered species on 
Earth.   

·  Some ideas for an improved website in the future: search capability, the ability to accept Paypal for dues and 
donations, being able to print county bird checklist, and a rare bird alert link.  Please contact Janet and Ron to 
give them your ideas about the website (jan.cook@hughes.net). 
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JoeMarsey and Kay Chambers attended a Stakeholders Meeting at Lake Tyler on January 25th.  Joe reports that the 
city has hired a firm to do more detailed long range planning for all of the area the city owns around Lake Tyler.  They 
are well aware of the Tyler Audubon work at Lake Tyler-Langley Island.  What they want to know is if we are 
entertaining any long range plans for Langley or other areas around the lake. 
 
Joe will be submitting our mission statement, and ongoing maintenance plans for Langley.  Joe needs the Audubon 
membership to let him know what we should be involved in beyond Langley Island.  Does someone want to request 
grant money to enhance an area near the dam or in the area of the boat ramp?  Do we want to get involved with Camp 
Tyler to enhance their property?  Do we want to recommend specific areas to be set aside for preserves, etc?  Or do we 
just want to bird watch? 
  
Kay and Joe solicit your ideas and your help in preparing a draft submission to the City of Tyler by the February 15, 
2010 deadline.  Contact JOE at joetexas75757@aol.com or 903-825-0123,  KAY at  kchambers4404@att.net 
 
  
*������
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This project is on hold by the city and resort developer as a result of economic conditions.  Gregory Morgan, Director 
of Tyler Water Utilities, felt that the project would not be moving forward until the developer is able to construct the 
New Sunnybrook extension from Loop 323 to Hwy. 31, which he did not predict would happen soon.  Progress on the 
project is determined by the New Sunnybrook extension since the present entrance to Bellwood Park does not allow 
for heavy equipment to be moved into the area due to the low overhead railroad crossing. 
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Following is the press release used in the Tyler Morning Telegraph on 
January 28, 2010 (tylerpaper.com).  After its publication, Joe reports that 
he has had multiple offers from volunteer wishing to help. 
 
The Tyler Audubon Society, working with Audubon Texas and the City 
of Tyler has accepted a habitat improvement project at Langley Island 
funded by a Texas Commission On Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
settlement thru the Supplemental Environmental Project Program.  The 
project objective is to improve the access, enhance the habitat, and 
increase the educational value for visitors while maintaining the 
uniqueness of the island.  Only day light usage of the island will be 
permitted. All users will be requested to remove material brought to the 
island and leave “no tracks”. The island is open for observing nature and 
birding activities. Camping and hunting is prohibited. 
 
Tyler Audubon has been chartered with stewardship of Langley Island for 
over 55 years.  The 70+ acres is near the center of Lake Tyler. The lake is 
owned and controlled by the City of Tyler as a fresh water source for 
residents in the surrounding areas.   
 
An initial cleanup and trash removal can begin in earnest with volunteers 
but may require assistance in moving the trash to the mainland for disposal. Material and labor to clear, build and 
enhance trails can begin once the dock is completed.  Material and labor will be both volunteer and purchased. 
Signage to mark trails and post rules for island usage will be purchased and installed to meet Audubon and City of 
Tyler rules and codes. Bird boxes, wood duck boxes and other improvements will be considered to supplement natural 
nesting conditions. 
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December was notable for the unusual number of lingering breeding passerines such as gnatcatchers and catbirds, as 

well as good numbers of wintering waxwings and robins. On Dec 5, 103 
species were observed on the Caddo Lake Winter Bird Count, the circle for 
which includes areas in Louisiana and Texas. Birds reported below on the 
Caddo and Lake O’ the Pines counts were in Marion Co., unless otherwise 
stated. One hundred and seven species were tallied by both the Longview and 
Tyler Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) on Dec 19, and the Lake O’ the Pines 
CBC on Dec 26 netted 106 species.  
 
A Pacific Loon was spotted on Lake O’ the Pines on Dec 22 (TF) and was still 

present during the CBC (DB, LB). Two Neotropic Cormorants were at Bellwood Lake on the Tyler CBC (DC, DL), 
and one was in Trinidad on Dec 22 (TF). A Little Blue Heron was near Lone Star on Dec 22 (TF). Thirty-one Snow 
Geese flew over Texas Eastman in Longview on Dec 4 (DB, ME) and the Lake O’ the Pines CBC yielded 32 Snow 
Geese and 1 Ross’ Goose in Upshur Co. (DB). Twenty Black-bellied Whistling Ducks were at Lake Bob Sandlin, 
Franklin Co., on Dec 20 (DB). A Common Goldeneye was notable at Lake Tyler on Dec 5 (PB, MB) and 3 were at 
Texas Eastman in Longview on the Longview CBC (DB, LB). Three Red-breasted Mergansers were a good find at 
Bellwood Lake on the Tyler CBC (DC, DL). Good duck numbers included 600 Canvasbacks on the Caddo Lake 
count (BM, ER), 51 Hooded Mergansers in Trinidad on Dec 11 (DB, LB), and 482 
Green-winged Teal at Texas Eastman in Longview on Dec 22 (DB). In contrast, duck 
numbers were low on the Lake O’ the Pines CBC and extremely low on the Tyler CBC, 
the latter netting only 250 ducks of all species, with no Northern Shovelers, 3 Ring-
necked Ducks and a mere 7 Green-winged Teals.  
 
Eight Bald Eagles were an unusually high number for the Caddo count, and 15 were a 10-
year high for the Lake O’ the Pines CBC. A Crested Caracara was in Trinidad on Dec 11 
(DB, LB). Thirteen Common Moorhens were an amazing sighting near Athens on Dec 
11 (DB, LB), as we have no prior winter records in the NETFO database. A Sora was 
observed at Bellwood Lake on the Tyler CBC for the third consecutive year (DC, DL). 
Two American Woodcocks were spotted in Morris Co. on Dec 13 (DB), and 11 were in 
Harrison Co. on the Longview CBC (DB, LB, DW). Two hundred and ninety-seven 
Killdeer were a new high for the Tyler CBC. A lingering Franklin’s Gull was at Lake 
Bob Sandlin, Titus Co., on Dec 20 (DB). Good numbers of Ring-billed Gulls were 
observed on all CBSs, with 1,818, 399 and 492 (10-year high) for the Tyler, Longview 
and Lake O’ the Pines CBCs, respectively.  
 
Single Greater Roadrunners were observed on the CBCs for Tyler (BS), Longview 
(Harrison Co., DW) and Lake O’ the Pines (ME). The Lake O’ the Pines CBC yielded an 
impressive 74 Eastern Screech Owls, 12 Great Horned Owls and 9 Barred Owls (all 
DB, DW). Only 11 Fish Crows were observed on the Caddo count, the lowest total since 
1994. Thirty-five White-breasted Nuthatches were a new high for the Tyler CBC. The 
only Red-breasted Nuthatch was spotted on the Lake O’ the Pines CBC (LE, PH, CT). A 
Marsh Wren was present on the Tyler CBC (DC, DL) and a Bewick’s Wren was tallied 
on the Lake O’ the Pines CBC (ME). A whopping total of 25 Blue-Gray Gnatcatchers 
were reported, with 1 at Lake Fork, Wood Co., on Dec 1 (DB, LB), 9 on the Caddo Lake 
count (m. obs.), 2 at Martin Creek Lake State Park on Dec 6 (DR), 2 at Camp Tyler on 
Dec 13 and 19 (MB, SS), 7 on the Longview CBC (m. obs.), 1 in Franklin Co. on Dec 20 
(DB), and 3 on the Lake O’ the Pines CBC (ME, LE, PH, CT). A lingering White-eyed 
Vireo was in Upshur Co. on Dec 12 (DB), and another was spotted on the Tyler CBC (NF, 
JF). Sixteen Blue-headed Vireos were tallied on the Caddo Lake count (m. obs.). Three 
thousand, seven hundred and eighty nine Cedar Waxwings more than doubled the 
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previous high count for the Tyler CBC. A Sprague’s Pipit, usually restricted to the Blackland Prairie, was a surprise 
south of Tyler on Dec 3 (PB). Seven Horned Larks were in Red River Co. on Dec 5 (DB, LB). A Gray Catbird was 
in Rusk Co. on the Longview CBC (LP, DO), and 4 were observed on the Lake O’ the Pines CBC (PB, JC, RC, DnW, 
DB, DO). Eight thousand American Robins in a single roost were an impressive concentration south of Tyler (PB), 
contributing to the new high of 11,623 on the Tyler CBC. An American Redstart at Lake Tyler on the Tyler CBC 
(PB) was new for the count, and a Nashville Warbler in Caddo Parish (JI) was Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher, new for the 
Caddo count. 
 
Harris’ Sparrows were everywhere, with a total of 43 birds 
spotted in 6 counties (m. obs.). Two Lark Sparrows were in 
Harrison Co. on the Longview CBC (CT, LE). Fifteen 
LeConte’s Sparrows were a good number at Camp Tyler on 
Dec 11 (MB), but they were missed on the Tyler and 
Longview CBCs, and only 2 were found on the Caddo count 
(Harrison Co, DM, TW, DR, JP). Fifty-three White-crowned 
Sparrows were a new high for the Longview CBC. Four Purple Finches were in Gregg Co. on the Longview CBC 

(GP), 2 in Cass Co. on the Lake O’ the Pines CBC (DB), 7 on the Caddo 
Lake count [4 in Harrison Co. (DR, JP), 3 in Marion Co. (RB, GP)], and 
one in Canton all month (DOh). Three Pine Siskins were observed on the 
Caddo Lake count (RB, GP) and 1 on the Tyler CBC (JV, VV). Two 
hundred Brewer’s Blackbirds were a new high for the Caddo Lake count 
in Harrison Co. (MD, DW), 10 were a 10-year high for the Lake O’ the 
Pines CBC (BC, HK), 5 were seen on the Tyler CBC (JC) and 2 were found 
in Gregg Co. on the Longview CBC (PH, WB). Rusty Blackbird numbers 
were low, with 57 on the Caddo count [35 in Harrison Co. (MD, DW), 22 
in Marion Co. (WB, HK)] and 1 on the Tyler CBC (DC, DL).  
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The cold weather in much of the United States may have led to the large numbers of waxwings and robins this winter, 
although there was no invasion of winter finches. The Tenaha CBC on Jan 2 netted 105 species, including a 
remarkable new species of Northern Saw-whet Owl.  

An Eared Grebe (DB, LB) and a Neotropic Cormorant (PH, BG) were at Lake Murvaul on Jan 2. Another Eared 
Grebe was at Lake Cypress Springs, Camp Co., on Jan 31 (DB, LB). Two Neotropic Cormorants were at Lake Fork, 
Wood Co., on Jan 12 and 26 (JC). Two Brown Pelican sightings in one month was unprecedented, with one on Lake 
Palestine on the Smith/Henderson Co. line on Jan 15 (MB) and another at 
Richland Creek WMA, Freestone Co., on Jan 28 (JW). Red River Co. 
hosted 20 Greater White-fronted, 10 Canada and 2 Snow Geese, and 
51 Northern Pintails on Jan 10 (DB). Three thousand Snow Geese in 
Delta Co. on Jan 30 was the largest flock reported this winter (DB, LB). 
One hundred Snow Geese were at the Trinidad power plant lake on Jan 9 
(DC, DL), and 2 were over the Lake Bob Sandlin dam in Titus Co. on Jan 
17 (PB). An extremely cooperative Ross’ Goose was at Lake Bob 
Sandlin, Titus Co., on Jan 31 (LP), and 2 Canada Geese were over Titus 
Co. on Jan 31 (DB, LB). Twelve Black-bellied Whistling Ducks were at 
Lake Bob Sandlin, Franklin Co., on Jan 31 (DB, LB). Two Redheads 
were at Lake Fork, Wood Co., on Jan 8 and 20 (JC), and 6 were in Camp 
Co. on Jan 31 (DB, LB).  

The wintering immature Little Blue Heron was still at Lake Lone Star on Jan 7 and 22 (DB). A Northern Harrier 
was a surprising find in south Tyler on Jan 22 (JV). Two Crested Caracaras were at Richland Creek WMA, 
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Freestone Co., on Jan 9 (DC, DL) and 2 were at Big Creek Lake on Jan 30 (DB, LB). A Sandhill Crane was near 
Bogota on Jan 10 (DB). The Tenaha CBC tallied 34 American Woodcocks, the second highest count in the nation, 
and 4 were observed in Morris Co. on Jan 29 (DB, LB). One hundred Long-billed Dowitchers were an unusually high 
count at Long Lake on Jan 23 (PB, MD, DS). A Greater Roadrunner was in Longview, Gregg Co., on Jan 17 (LP), 2 
were in Lake Fork, Wood Co., on Jan 26 (JC) and one was in Hopkins Co., on Jan 30 (DB, LB). A Northern Saw-
whet Owl was heard in Shelby Co. on the Tenaha CBC (LP, DO). This species has never been reported in north-east 
Texas, but has recently been found to winter regularly much further south than was previously believed. Three Great 
Horned Owls were near Bogota on Jan 10 (DB).  

Ten Fish Crows in Kilgore, Gregg Co., on Jan 22 (LP) were a remarkably high number away from their usual haunts 
further north. A Red-breasted Nuthatch in Tyler all month (JV) was one of the few reported this winter. Single 
Marsh Wrens was observed on the Tenaha CBC (PH, BG) and at Lake Bob Sandlin, Camp Co, on Jan 31 (DB, LB). 
Two Blue-Gray Gnatcatchers were seen on the Tenaha CBC (PH, BG, LP, DO) and one was at Texas Eastman in 
Longview on Jan 4 (DB). The Tenaha count also tallied 3 White-eyed Vireos (DO, LP, DB, LB) and 4 Gray 
Catbirds (DW, RB, DO, LP). The winter Cedar Waxwing and American Robin invasion continued, with the 
Tenaha CBC notching new highs of 5,816 and 1,305, respectively. Thirty-four Orange-crowned Warblers were also 

a new high on this CBC. A Yellow Warbler was a remarkable sighting at 
Lake Fork on Jan 22 (JC), as this species has never been reported in winter 
in NE Texas.  

A Summer Tanager, rare in winter, visited the Brothertons’ feeder in 
Daingerfield on Jan 11 (LB). The plethora of Harris’ Sparrows 
continued, with one at Texas Eastman in Longview on Jan 4 (DB), 2 at 
Tyler State Park on Jan 16 (VV), 9 in Delta Co. and 5 in Hopkins Co. on 
Jan 30, and 2 near Pittsburg on Jan 31 (all DB, LB). A Henslow’s 
Sparrow was a great find in Canton on Jan 1-2 (DOh). A Spotted 
Towhee was found on the Tenaha CBC (PH, BG). An impressive 1,650 

Lapland Longspurs and 7 Smith’s Longspurs were in Bogota on Jan 10  
(DB). Single Purple Finches were observed in Chapel Hill on Dec 31 (MB), 
Shelby Co. on Jan 9 (DB, DW), and Canton on Jan 29 (DOh), and 4 were in a 
Tyler neighborhood all month (JV). A Western Meadowlark was reported on 
the Tenaha CBC (DO, LP). One hundred and thirty Brewer’s Blackbirds were 
in Bowie Co. on Jan 3 (DB), 2 were observed on the Tenaha CBC (LP, DO), 11 
Rusty Blackbirds were near Lake Bob Sandlin, Titus Co., on Jan 17 (PB), 50 
were spotted in Upshur Co. on Jan 24 (LP), and 3 were at Cooper Lake State 
Park, Hopkins Co., on Jan 30 (DB, LB).  
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Please mail this form and your check to: Tyler Audubon Society, P. O. Box 
132926, Tyler TX 75713   Make checks payable to Tyler Audubon Society.   
(You may also pay local dues at the regular meetings.) 

Choose your membership level: 

Kestrel: � � � Sustaining (family):  �
�  Individual ($30)  �  Merlin ($75)   

�  Family ($40)   �  Red-tailed Hawk ($150)   

�  Student ($15)   � �   Peregrine Falcon ($250) 

     �  Osprey ($500) 
Lifetime Member:  
�  Bald Eagle ($1500) 
 
Name _______________________________________________________________________________  

Address ______________________________________________________________________________  

E-mail _______________________________________________________________________________  

Phone Number ________________________________________________________________________  

Please send my newsletter �  by e-mail or �  by snail mail.  
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Tyler Audubon Society 
PO Box 132926 
Tyler TX 75713 
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